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From Language Analysis to Language Simplification with AntConc and AntWordProfiler
Laurence Anthony ( )

Since the 1960s, corpus linguistics tools have been used to identify the fundamental building blocks of
languages through the analysis of ‘authentic’ or ‘natural’ language usage. Indeed, many experts include the term
‘authentic or ‘natural’ language as part of the definition of corpus linguistics itself. However, in recent years, the
scope of corpus linguistics has broadened to include studies of ‘inauthentic’ language use that nevertheless offer
insights into new language teaching approaches. For example, recent studies on learner and textbook language
have revealed aspects of languages that are particularly difficult for learners, and also suggested more effective
ways to sequence teaching points in classroom materials.

Following a similar trend, vocabulary studies have also moved beyond more theoretical aspects of vocabulary
acquisition and the representation of vocabulary in the mind to now include those that focus on practical
approaches to vocabulary teaching and learning in the classroom. Interestingly, many of these new approaches
have been informed by corpus-based studies. Also, there is now strong evidence showing that classroom
materials with a controlled or simplified vocabulary range can be highly effective. Again, the research on
vocabulary has demonstrated that corpus linguistics and ‘inauthentic’ language use are not mutually
independent.

In this workshop, I will first demonstrate how traditional corpus techniques can be used to inform teachers and
learners about language usage, and how this knowledge can be applied in an ESP classroom setting. I will then
show how the results of corpus studies can be used to create new ESP language teaching materials with a
carefully controlled vocabulary range that meets the needs of learners. For the first part of the workshop I will
use a powerful but user-friendly corpus analysis program developed by the presenter called AntConc. For the
second part of the workshop, I will introduce a new tool called AntWordProfiler that works smoothly with
AntConc and is also intuitive and easy to use. Both tools have been used extensively in the creation of a very
large scale ESP program in the Faculty of Science and Engineering, Waseda University, Japan. They are both
freeware, multiplatform programs that can be downloaded from the presenter’s website.
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(1) a. used when explaining or giving an example of something, or when pausing to think about what you
are going to say next

b. He’s really very rude — I mean he never even says ‘Good Morning’.
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